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Time Allowed: Three Hours                                                                                           Maximum Marks: 250 

================================================================================== 
 

There are EIGHT questions divided in TWO SECTIONS 

Candidate has to attempt FIVE questions in all.  

Question Nos. 1 and 5 are compulsory and out of the remaining, THREE are to be attempted 

choosing at least ONE question from each Section.  

The number of marks carried by a question/part is indicated against it.  

Word limit in questions, wherever specified, should be adhered to.  

Attempts of questions shall be counted in sequential order. Unless struck off, attempt of a question 

shall be counted even if attempted partly. Any page or portion of the page left blank in the Question-

cum-Answer Booklet must be clearly struck off. 

==================================================================================  
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SECTION A 

Q.1 Answer the following in about 150 words each: 10x5=50 

(a) “We have now an open conspiracy to free this country from foreign rule and you, comrades, and 

all our countrymen and countrywomen are invited to join it.” Elaborate.  [10 Marks]  

(b) “The misery hardly finds a parallel in the history of commerce. The bones of cotton weavers are 

bleaching the plains of India”. Comment. [10 Marks] 

(c) “The annexation of the Punjab was no annexation, it was a sacred breach of trust.” Comment. 

[10 Marks] 

(d) Discuss India's attitude towards Korean War and role played by India in the war and its 

resolution. [10 Marks] 

(e) “The draft declaration of Cripps Mission was a conservative, reactionary and limited offer and 

finally the mission ended in failure.” Briefly discuss. [10 Marks] 

Q.2 

(a) “The Indigo Revolt of 1859-60 holds a very significant place in our history of national liberation 

movement. For the first time in the history of our anti-colonial struggle, its two independent 

currents-- spontaneous peasant resistance and constitutional agitation in defence of peasantry – 

came into mutual contact.” Elucidate. [20 Marks] 

(b) “The Dual System of Government led to the power being divorced from responsibility, 

lawlessness, heightened abuse of private trade, severe oppression of peasantry and was a complete 

failure but still it can be considered as political sagacity of Clive.” Examine. [20 Marks] 

(c) Explain how the arrival of British was responsible for the emergence of socio-religious reform 

movements in India? [10 Marks]  

Q.3  

(a) Discuss the Anglicist-Orientalist debate with Macaulay’s arguments in the favour of the former 

and the counter arguments.  [20 Marks] 

(b) How the attitude of the Congress towards the Praja Mandal Movements evolved with time? 

Discuss. [20 Marks] 

(c) “If the Nehru Report had been one entry point for Gandhi once again into the congress-led 

nationalist politics the other entry point was the Bardoli satyagraha of 1928.” Comment. [10 Marks] 

Q.4 

(a) “The Permanent Settlement of land revenue in Bengal was a bold, brave and wise measure.” 

Comment. [20 Marks] 

(b) “The Royal Indian Navy (RIN) Revolt is imbued with an unrealized potential and a realized impact 

which is quite out of touch with reality.” Comment. [20 Marks] 

(c) 'Even this last cup of poison, you must drink, Bapu!'- Explain the given statement of Gujarati poet 

Meghnani on Gandhi-Irwin pact. [10 Marks] 
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SECTION B 

Q.5 Answer the following in about 150 words each: 10x5=50 

(a) Discuss the subaltern perspective of Indian nationalism and later shift in this perspective. [10 

Marks] 

(b) “Dr B R Ambedkar's approach of solving the problem of downtrodden in India differed from 

Gandhi ji and his solution to this problem was political.” Explain. [10 Marks] 

(c) “Congress opposed the INA trial without going into the debate of the right or wrong of the INA 

men's action, but the most notable feature of the INA agitation was the effect it had on the 

traditional bulwarks of the Raj.” Comment. [10 Marks] 

(d) "After all we framed the constitution of 1935 because we thought it the best way to hold India 

to the Empire." Comment. [10 Marks] 

(e) “The Widow Remarriage Act was a logical sequel of the abolition of Sati.” Critically examine. [10 

Marks] 

Q.6 

(a) “Moplah outbreaks assumed the dimensions of a class conflict with religious overtones where 

the religion and economic grievances intermingled to produce a mentality of open resistance.” 

Elucidate. [20 Marks] 

(b) “The Indian Renaissance gave birth to not only socio-religious movements but affected every 

aspect of Indian life.” Elucidate. What were its limitations? [20 Marks] 

(c) “The anti-partition agitation of Bengal had an economic character unlike the extremist agitation 

in Maharashtra which had a religious character.” Critically examine. [10 Marks] 

Q.7 

(a) “A silent revolution was achieved by Sardar Patel by ensuring the absorption and assimilation of 

a multitude principalities with great skill and masterful diplomacy and using both persuasion and 

pressure.” Elucidate. [20 Marks] 

(b) What were the combination of adverse circumstances which led to the Deccan Uprising of 1875? 

Did it have the character of indiscriminate violence? [20 Marks] 

(c) “Lord Mountbatten, with considerable power, was charged with the task of winding up the Raj 

but his hasty retreat proved to be disastrous.” Comment. [10 Marks] 

Q.8 

(a) “The peasant movements of the second half of the nineteenth century lacked a positive 

conception which would unite the people in a common struggle on a wide regional and all-India 

plane and help develop long-term political developments.” Critically evaluate. [20 Marks] 

(b) “This Congress is of opinion that to enable the masses to appreciate what “Swaraj,” as conceived 

by the Congress, will mean to them, it is desirable to state the position of the Congress in a manner 

easily understood by them. In order to end the exploitation of the masses, political freedom must 

include real economic freedom of the starving millions”. Elaborate. 
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(c) Why had it become necessary to launch Quit India Movement in the conditions when the 

possibility of brutal repression was a certainty? [10 Marks] 

 

 


