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================================================================================== 
 

There are EIGHT questions in this paper. 

Candidate has to attempt FIVE questions in all.  

Question Nos. 1 and 5 are compulsory and out of the remaining, THREE are to be attempted. 

The number of marks carried by a question/part is indicated against it.  

Word limit in questions, wherever specified, should be adhered to.  

Attempts of questions shall be counted in sequential order. Unless struck off, attempt of a question 
shall be counted even if attempted partly. Any page or portion of the page left blank in the Question-
cum-Answer Booklet must be clearly struck off. 

================================================================================== 
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PART A 

Q.1 Answer the following in about 150 words each: 10x5=50 

(a) “The Swadeshi Movement of Bengal had an economic character while the extremist agitation in 
Maharashtra had a religious character.” Do you agree? [10 Marks] 

(b) Why the launch of Quit India Movement was imminent even at the face of difficulties and 
possibilities of brutal repression? [10 Marks] 

(c) “Christian missionaries had several positive impact in relation to the empowerment of women 
in India during British time.” Comment.  

(d) What do you understand by Ecological imperialism? How it caused the destruction of ecology 
and encroachment upon traditional rights of the people leading to the popular resistance during the 
British period? [10 Marks] 

(e) Discuss how the Freedom Movement in India influence the Liberation Movement in Africa? [10 
Marks] 

Q.2 

(a) “The Charter Act of 1833 rung down the curtain on the company’s trade and introduced a new 
concept of government in India.” Substantiate. [20 Marks] 

(b) “Dr B R Ambedkar's approach of solving the problem of downtrodden in India differed from 
Gandhi ji and his solution to this problem was mainly political.” Elucidate. [20 Marks] 

(c) How far it is correct to say that the treaty of Bassein gave the Company the Empire of India? 
Critically examine. [10 Marks] 

Q.3  

(a) “The Indigo Revolt of 1859-60 holds a very significant place in our history of national liberation 
movement. For the first time in the history of our anti-colonial struggle, its two independent 
currents-- spontaneous peasant resistance and constitutional agitation in defence of peasantry – 
came into mutual contact.” Elucidate. [20 Marks] 

(b) “How did the Indians actually “imagine” their nation is a matter of intense controversy and 
ongoing debate.” In the light of this statement, critically analyse different views on “Indian 
Nationalism” which is said to be developed during the British rule. [20 Marks] 

(c) Orientalism produced a knowledge of the past to service the needs of the Colonial States.” 
Elucidate. [10 Marks] 

Q.4 

(a) “I felt that if we did not accept partition, India would be split into many bits and would be 
ruined.” In the light of this statement, discuss the major factors responsible for the acceptance of 
the partition of India by Congress in 1947. [20 Marks] 

(b) To what extent did the process of commercialization of agriculture affect the rural scene in 
India? [20 Marks] 
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(c) “The draft declaration of Cripps Mission was a conservative, reactionary and limited offer and 
finally the mission ended in failure.” Comment. [10 Marks] 

PART B 

Q.5 Answer the following in about 150 words each: 10x5=50 

(a) Give a brief account of reasons and nature of environmental movements that have emerged in 
independent India. [10 Marks] 

(b) “Rangpur Dhing of 1783 was one of the first formidable peasant uprising against the rule of the 
East India Company.” In the light of the given statement, discuss factors responsible for the Rangpur 
uprising and its significance. [10 Marks] 

(c) “India played crucial role during Korean war and its resolution.” Critically discuss. [10 Marks] 

(d) What factors led to the growth of Dalit consciousness in India at the time of independence? 
Briefly mention two Dalit movements in post independence India. [10 Marks] 

(e) How far is it correct to say that 19th century socio-economic reform movements was 
Renaissance? [10 Marks] 

Q.6 

(a) What factors led to the rise of left in India? Also analyse the rise and growth of left ideologies 
within Congress with its reflection in its socio-economic program. [20 Marks] 

(b) “The failure of French in India against British can be partly explained with the difference in nature 
of French East Indian Company and English East India Company.” Elaborate. [20 Marks] 

(c) What were the circumstances leading to the third Anglo-Mysore War? How far Cornwallis was 
responsible for the war? [10 Marks] 

Q.7 

(a) Delineate the events of revolutionary activities with changing characters in India with suitable 
examples between 1890s to 1830s. [20 Marks] 

(b) What was the attitude of the Congress towards the constitutional changes of 1909, 1919 and 
1935? Discuss. [20 Marks] 

(c) “Young Bengal Movement was a radical reform movement which hardly left any impression in 
Indian socio-religious sphere in India.” Critically evaluate. [10 Marks] 

Q.8 

(a) “Railways in India was developed by British as a tool for furthering the colonial interest.” Justify 
this statement. [20 Marks] 

(b) “This Congress is of opinion that to enable the masses to appreciate what “Swaraj”, as conceived 
by the Congress, will mean to them, it is desirable to state the position of the Congress in a manner 
easily understood by them. In order to end the exploitation of the masses, political freedom must 
include real economic freedom of the starving millions”. In the light of the given statement, 
elaborate resolution made in Karachi Congress which was aimed at Swaraj for masses. [20 Marks]  
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(c) “Championing the Khilafat cause, an extra-territorial issue, was a gross mistake of Gandhiji, as it 
cut at the very roots of Indian nationality." Elaborate. [10 Marks] 


